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September 19, 2017 
 
TO:  Commissioners, Director, and Deputy Directors 
 
FROM: Mitch Skiles, Impact Fee Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: 5th & 6th Street Conversion Concept 
 

 Staff Report for September 27, 2017 Commission Decision Hearing 
 
Executive Summary 
The 5th and 6th Street Conversion Concept Study (“Study”) was undertaken to develop alternatives for 
the ultimate configuration of the two streets. This is a decision hearing for the Commission to select an 
alternative. 

Facts & Findings 
The 5th & 6th Street Conversion Feasibility Study, completed in FY16, deemed the conversion of the two 
streets from one-way to two-way feasible with some mitigation and some accepted risk.  

On February 22, 2017, Staff presented proposed alternatives for public outreach to the Commission. The 
Commission encouraged staff to inform the public and stakeholders of potential impacts and to solicit 
their feedback.  

On May 10, 2017, Staff presented a summary of the feedback received from the public and stakeholders. 
Feedback came from the following sources: 

• One-on-one stakeholder meetings with key business owners, developers, and corridor users 
• Public open house on April 13, 2017 
• Online survey that ran from April 14, 2017 through April 27, 2017 
• Emails and letters 
• Tabling meetings at State and Veterans Administration facilities on April 17, 2017 and April 20, 

2017, respectively 

A summary of the feedback is attached along with a complete collection of written comments received 
to date and notes from individual stakeholder meetings. 

On May 23, 2017, Boise City Council affirmed the City’s request to fully convert 5th Street and 6th 
Street from one-way to two-way operations. The City’s request included retaining parking near Main 
Street and Idaho Street rather than adding the turn lanes shown in the alternatives and  recommended in 
the Feasibility Study.  

On May 25, 2017, the project team met to discuss a preferred alternative. ACHD staff recommended the 
No-Build option based on feedback from the public and uncertainty of operational benefits. Team 
members from the City of Boise and the Capitol City Development Corporation preferred a conversion 
alternative. 



On June 14, 2017, Staff presented the staff recommendation to the Commission. 

On June 28, 2017, the Commission selected the No-build option. 
On July 10, 2017, the City of Boise requested the Commission reconsider their prior decision. 
On July 12, 2017, the Commission accepted the City’s request for reconsideration and set a public 
hearing date of September 27, 2017. 
During this hearing, Staff will provide an overview of events related to the Study. The alternatives will 
then be before the Commission for a decision.  

Fiscal Implications 
The planning-level cost estimate to convert 5th Street and 6th Street ranges between $1 million and $1.5 
million in addition to roadway resurfacing costs. Maintenance is not currently needed on these 
roadways, but resurfacing will be required to prepare the roadways for the application of a two-way 
conversion if a build alternative is selected.  

Policy Implications 
Funds to implement this project were approved through the FY2017-2021 Integrated Five-Year Work 
Plan adopted on October 26, 2016. The Study is scheduled to be completed in FY17. The Commission-
selected alternative is planned to proceed into design and construction in the subsequent years. 
Construction is programmed for FY19. 

ACHD’s FY18/19 budget was approved on August 23, 2017 and included the following funds: 

• $279,000 for design in FY18 
• $1,756,000 for construction in FY19 

Alternatives 
1) Select the “No-Build” option as presented to the public. 

2) Select the “Full-Conversion” option to convert 5th and 6th Streets to two-way from Myrtle Street to 
Fort Street as presented to the public. 

3) Select the “Partial-Conversion” option to convert all of 6th Street to two-way and convert 5th Street 
from Myrtle Street to Washington Street as presented to the public. Note: this alternative is not 
recommended by the project team due to a lack of public support. 

4) Remand to Staff with further direction. 

 

 

 

Attachments (7): 

• Request for Reconsideration 
• Public Comment Summary Memo 
• Public Comment Summary Appendix A: Survey Comment Sheets* 
• Public Comment Summary Appendix B: Online Comments* 
• Public Comment Summary Appendix C: Letters and Emails* 
• Public Comment Summary Appendix D: Stakeholder Meeting Summaries* 
• 5th & 6th Street Conversion Feasibility Study Executive Summary Memo (FY16)* 

*Appendices included in digital copy of staff report only 



 
July 10, 2017 
 
Paul Woods, President 
Ada County Highway District  
3775 Adams Street 
Garden City, Idaho 83714 
  
  
Re: Request for Reconsideration  
 5th Street and 6th Street Conversion to 2-Way Travel  
 
 
Dear President Woods, 
 
The City of Boise respectfully requests that the Ada County Highway District Commission 
reconsider its June 28 action to select the no-build alternative for 5th Street and 6th Street 
Conversion Study.  
 
Much of the testimony included mention of economic development; however, there was 
some questioning about the validity of the stated economic benefits.  We submit the 
following new information to substantiate the economic benefits other cities have 
experienced by converting streets from one-way to two-way travel. 
 

• CityLab: https://www.citylab.com/solutions/2015/07/the-many-benefits-of-making-
one-way-streets-two-way/398960/ 

• Access magazine: https://www.accessmagazine.org/fall-2012/two-way-street-
networks-efficient-previously-thought/ 

• Strong Towns: https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2016/5/24/returning-one-way-
streets-back-to-their-two-way-roots 

• South Bend: http://www.southbendtribune.com/news/business/will-two-way-streets-
bring-success-to-south-bend/article_e333b7b1-202b-5691-8e7f-3773da0bb07d.html  

 
With this information, we sincerely hope to continuing our DBIP partnership with CCDC and 
ACHD on this important project. CCDC participation includes approximately half the 
project cost. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mayor David H. Bieter 
 
cc: Mitch Skiles, ACHD 
 Karen Gallagher, Boise PDS  

https://www.citylab.com/solutions/2015/07/the-many-benefits-of-making-one-way-streets-two-way/398960/
https://www.citylab.com/solutions/2015/07/the-many-benefits-of-making-one-way-streets-two-way/398960/
https://www.accessmagazine.org/fall-2012/two-way-street-networks-efficient-previously-thought/
https://www.accessmagazine.org/fall-2012/two-way-street-networks-efficient-previously-thought/
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2016/5/24/returning-one-way-streets-back-to-their-two-way-roots
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2016/5/24/returning-one-way-streets-back-to-their-two-way-roots
http://www.southbendtribune.com/news/business/will-two-way-streets-bring-success-to-south-bend/article_e333b7b1-202b-5691-8e7f-3773da0bb07d.html
http://www.southbendtribune.com/news/business/will-two-way-streets-bring-success-to-south-bend/article_e333b7b1-202b-5691-8e7f-3773da0bb07d.html






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































C.L. "BurcH" OrrER
GovrnuoR

June 1.2017

Paul Woods, President
Ada County Highway District Commission
3775 N. Adams Street
Boise, ID 83714

Dear President Woods,

The State of Idaho, as the largest employer in downtown Boise, has a duty to-consider the
safety and convenience of State employees in traveling safely to and from work. Accordingly,
the State does not support the proposal before the Ada County Highway District Commission to
convert 5th and 6th streets between Fort and Front streets to two-way traffic.

We don't believe this will reduce congestion and, in fact, the City of Boise acknowledges that
its traffic study concluded there would be an overall increase in congestion and delays.

The State has two parking structures that use these streets at the peak traffic times of the day.
Reducing 6'n Street from three lanes to one lane feeding Front Street could greatly increase
congestion and push even more traffic to the already congested 9tn and l3tn street accesses to
Front. Turning traffic across opposing lanes will lead to even further delays and congestion.

Attached is a letter the State Department of Administration sent to the City of Boise on April
17 with more detail regarding our concerns. While we understand the desire to make downtown
more user friendly for bikes and pedestrians, that should not be done at the expense of State
employees who live outside downtown Boise and rely on vehicle traffic corridors.

I urge you not to ignore the needs of the more than 3,000 State employees in the downtown
Boise area who will be negatively impacted by these changes and leave 5th and 6th streets as
they are now configured.

"Esto Perpetua"

overnor ofldaho

cc: Mayor Dave Bieter, City of Boise

Attachment

As Always -

Srnre Cnprror . Borsr, loaro 83720 . (208) 334-2100
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State of Idatro
Departnent of Adminisbation

Govcmor
ROBERTLGEDDES

Dircctor

650 Wcst Ststc Skcct Room 100

P.O, Box E3720
Boisc lD t3720
Telqhmc (Ilt) 332-l t24 or fAX (208) 334'2307
hnpltlwww, adn.iddro.ggv

April 17,2017

Mayor Dave Bieter
City of Boise
L50 N. Capitol Boulevard
Boise, lD 83702

Mitch Skiles

Ada County Highway District Planning & Programming

3775 Adams Street
Garden City, lD 83714

Re: Conversion of 5'h and 5'h Streets to Two'way Traffic

Dear Mayor Bieter and Mr. Skiles:

This correspondence shares the viewpoint of the tdaho Department of Administration regarding the

conversion of 5'h and 6rh Streets, Thank you for inviting comments-

Ourdepartment maintains the 3O-acre Capitol Mallcomplex; both streets service over 1,800 drivers

who are tenants or visitors of the nlall facilities. Our preference ls that the streets remaln one'way.

The two Capitol Mall parking structures flank each side of 6th Street-one on State Street and one on

Washington Street. At the end of each day both parking structures simuhaneously empty out into

both lanes of that artery headed out-of-town toward the Connector. Reducing that flow to one lane

would cause a significant inconvenience to tenants of the Mall by creating a long line of cars waiting to

exit both parking structures, resultlng in a bottleneck allthe way to the Connector. Traffic delays would

be exasperated as drivers attempt to turn off 6rh Street through oncoming traffic. In reverse, the same

issues rrould be apparent during morning hours should the heavy flow of traffic be limited to one-lane

flowing into the Mall on 5s Street.

The traffic problern in the CaFatol Mall corridorwas already compromised last Fall when Jefferson

Street was changed totwo-way serulce. lt created a gridlock for individuals who utilized that street to
gain access to the l-84 at Garden City.



Mayor Bieter and M. Skiles
AprilL7,20TT
Page 2

When the state built its second Mall parking structure two years ago on Washington Street between 6th
and 7th Streets, a tnffic flow study was completed to determine the best ingress/egress points for the

structune. lt was designed to accommodate the flow of traffic as it exists now. The proposed traffic
conversion could necessitate the state to bear the cost of remodeling the newer structure as well as

the otderstructure between Sth and Eth to address the revised traffic pattern. Vehicles waiting to cross

traffic, which is currentty not requlred, into one of the structures could create a blockage on Sth and 6th
street. sth street is currently the major north bound artery for emergency vehicles headed to the V.A.

Hospital. A blockage on this street tould have llfe threatenlng impllcations.

lfs our understanding one purpose of this study is to consider making downtown more user-friendly for
bikes and pedestrians, In our case, there are few state employees who live close enough to the Capitol

to bike to and from work. Nevertheless, two-wey traffic typically makes it more difficult for
pedestrians and cyclists to cross witlrout the break in tnffic afforded hy one-way stre€ts- Cureflt bik€

lanes in this corridor seem to be underutilized, and the addition of more would not be serving an

exlsting need-to efficiently move Boise's sagnificant workforce in and out of the downtown core.

Thank you for considerint our suFFort to keep 5s and 6s Streets one waY. Should you need any

clarification about this correspondence, please give me a call at 332'1825'

Sincerely,

fu-r./-.b
Robert L, Geddes, Director
Depa rtment of Ad ministration

Office of the Governor



 
 

June 13, 2017 
 
Ada County Highway District Commissioners 
C/o Stacey Spencer, Secretary of the Board/Executive Assistant  
 
Dear Commissioners,  
 
I am writing to express my support for the conversion of 5th and 6th Streets to two-way streets. After 
reviewing the Conversion Concept Study and current policy implications, I believe there are 
numerous public safety benefits to this proposed project.  
 
The conversion would:  
 
 Offer more alternative routes for street closures during events, emergencies or construction. 

 
 Create a conflicting flow of traffic. This has been shown to reduce the number and the seriousness 

of collisions by decreasing high speeds and increasing driver attention and visibility. 
 

  Alleviate congestion on 6th and Front Streets by adding an option to access Front St. via 5th St. 
 

 Improve emergency vehicle access to businesses.  
 

 Reduce speeding and boost traffic calming, which improves public safety by giving drivers more 
time to notice and react to bicyclists and pedestrians crossing the street.   
 

 Eliminate the need for emergency vehicles to drive the wrong way on a one-way street, or 
from having to circle around the block to respond to emergencies.  
 

 Prevent emergency vehicles from being blocked in by traffic on a one-way street.  
 

 Create an impediment for motorists who use one-ways as mini-freeways to speed through 
neighborhoods. 

 

Furthermore, this project fits into the big picture of a more multimodal and accessible downtown by 
creating a safer area of mobility for emergency responders, motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. But 
perhaps just as significantly, Downtown Boise is a destination -  not just a place to pass through 
quickly, and our streets should be designed to reflect this idea.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Dennis Doan 
Fire Chief  
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Mitch Skiles

From: Kay Hummel <kayhum@cableone.net>
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2017 12:50 PM
To: Projects; Paul Woods; Jim Hansen; Mitch Skiles; Brooke Green
Cc: Zach Piepmeyer, PE; Karen Gallagher
Subject: 6th and 5th Streets Conversions. And: Safe Bikeways.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mr. Skiles, Ms Green, ACHD Project Planners, and Commissioners Hansen and Woods, 
 
RE Downtown 5th-6th street conversion to two way traffic. 
 I have spoken with City planners and others on this project, and unfortunately could not attend the April 
13 open house. Please consider these thoughts and experience. 
 
My husband’s place of business ihas been on 6th Street since 1985, so we use that corridor frequently. I created 
a five year event between 2010 and 2015, The Tour of Boise, a walking arts and history treasure hunt that used 
downtown streets extensively, particularly in Old Boise and through much of the central core. I have spent 
hundreds of hours on foot there observing driving and pedestrian behavior. 
And I happen to be a community member of Boise Brewing at 6th and Broad Streets. So, I have intimate 
familiarity with the North 5th and 6th corridors. My family routinely uses 6th southbound to get to Myrtle, as 
do a majority of North Enders and Highlands and other foothills residents trying to access Broadway, George’s, 
Winco, the Flicks and Richard’s etc. (rather than driving on Main or Fort to Avenue B and Broadway; St Luke’s 
expansion is also going to alter the Broadway access in ways we do not yet understand). 
 
Based on the traffic congestion problems since North 13th was converted 2-way, recurring driver behaviors, and 
the high pedestrian use in the 6th Street corridor, I am not in favor of this conversion. 
 
I understand bulbouts at Grove & 6th  corner likely are planned as part of the project.  
 
However, speaking with several regular duty police officers, a number of them do not favor the conversion 
(despite what City Hall says) and they expect many more traffic accidents involving pedestrians, cyclists and 
cars if this becomes  2-way. As do I and my family. Especially at night-time, there are diners, drinkers and 
numerous out of town people wandering — and many of them jay walk regularly.  Currently a number of folks 
are good at looking the one direction needed before crossing traffic lanes, but it is questionable how many will 
be decent at looking Both Ways and whether distracted drivers in that area, often looking intently  for parking 
sports, or in a hurry to get to Trader Joe’s, will see the jay walkers. If you believe the bulbouts will prevent this 
behavior, hope that pans out, but I have reservations.  
 
The proposal also will sow more confusion about the one-way direction on Grove between 6th and Capitol (the 
Basque Block), which should remain as is. Accessing Front & the Connector from 6th southbound requires two 
lanes to turn west - and though I believe Basque Block circulation 1-way remains in your conversion plan - the 
north bound traffic hassle is not worth the risks. Drivers of course could chose to go one block east to 5th to 
access Front/Interstate connector, but people will always choose the SHORTEST route to the Front/West bound 
I-184 connector and that route will be 6th. I realize you are hopeful that the two way conversions will distribute 
traffic better, however, there are predictable  safety issues, and ingrained traffic patterns may not yield the 
outcome planned. 
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I am also involved in bike planning and frequently cycle downtown. It seems that both 5th and 6th, with their 
lower traffic loads between Fort and Bannock or Idaho — together provide a safe, comfortable riding 
experience. I often will cycle both these streets rather than 8th northbound  (even with its painted bike lanes for 
a short 2 blocks) and I certainly avoid 9th southbound. I have asked many neighbors who cycle, and they have 
the same comfort zone issues. I am not saying you need to put striped bike lanes onto 6th or 5th, but these 
truly are fine bikeway corridors for people who are comfortable cycling with traffic. Maybe they should be 
designated at some level? The other fact about this  is that two way traffic will present more hazards for cyclists 
vis a vis visibility. Under the one way situation now, we riders really know where the traffic is, we can 
anticipate their turns, and we can be easily seen by all drivers heading the same direction with us. Two-way 
traffic with impatient drivers wanting to make left turns against traffic on 5th and 6th will be more hazardous to 
cyclists. 
 
As a driver, I used to employ 13th as my southbound driving access to Front/Connector to visit my parents on 
the first bench west of Curtis —since converting 13th two way, I have stopped that driving pattern. You may 
believe that the back-ups there are solely for 10 minutes around five pm, but that is not my experience north 
bound, or south bound. Likewise, I have stopped using 13th northbound because of the back ups, the poor 
timing of signals and overall congestion at many hours of the day.  At Bannock, and especially at W. State. 
Note: the back-ups are not solely due to conserving on-street parking west side for Idaho Mountain Touring 
(one of the oh-gee justifications provided to me about the terrible experience on 13th Street). IMT’s parking and 
the lack of protected south turn left onto Main at 13th are just 2 parts of this painful, larger puzzle.  North 13th 
is multi factorial as you all realize. And it’s not working well for drivers in either direction. It is contributing to 
excessive yellow and red light running at several intersections because drivers are so frustrated.  It is frightening 
to me as a driver. 
 
 Thus I believe leaving 6th southbound one way and 5th northbound one way is a preferred alternative: for 
drivers, for pedestrians and for cyclists. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kay Hummel 
420 E. Crestline Drive 
Boise, ID 83702 
208-631-7704 
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Mitch Skiles

From: Projects
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2017 8:39 AM
To: Mitch Skiles; Christy Foltz-Ahlrichs
Cc: Alison Klingler; David Wallace; Barbara Kerbs
Subject: FW: 5th & 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design to be presented to ACHD 

Commission

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 

From: Patty Miller [mailto:PattyAM@basquemuseum.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2017 4:54 PM 
To: Projects 
Subject: RE: 5th & 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design to be presented to ACHD Commission 
 
What was the outcome of the public input from the displays set up at the Basque Center?  Were there more favorable 
comments for the conversion of these two streets than unfavorable?  Did ACHD staff take into consideration what I 
believed to be a valid recommendation to try changing the lanes a bit at 6th/Front and trying that for a while before 
taking on the major, major expense, maybe without many benefits, with the street conversion.  Is a list of comments 
from the public display at the Basque Center available?  If so – I would very much appreciate having a copy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patty A. Miller 
 

From: Ada County Highway District [mailto:projects@achdidaho.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2017 4:52 PM 
To: Patty Miller <PattyAM@basquemuseum.com> 
Subject: 5th & 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design to be presented to ACHD Commission 
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The 5th Street and 6th Street Conversion Concept Design will be presented to the ACHD 
Commissioners for a possible decision on Wednesday, June 28, 2017. The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m.; however, this project is one of several agenda items and may not be the first item discussed. 
ACHD staff will make a brief presentation followed by an opportunity for public comment before the 
Commission acts.  
 

 

 

Unable to attend? 
If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like to submit comments, please send them to 
projects@achdidaho.org or 3775 Adams St., Garden City, ID 83714.  
 

 

 

More information 
Mitch Skiles, ACHD Planning & Programming 
387-6238  ▪  projects@achdidaho.org 
www.achdidaho.org  
 

  

Share this email:  
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Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™ 
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails. 
View this email online.  

3775 Adams Street  
Garden City, ID | 83714 US  

This email was sent to pattyam@basquemuseum.com.  
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.  
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Mitch Skiles

From: Projects
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2017 8:38 AM
To: Mitch Skiles; Christy Foltz-Ahlrichs
Cc: Alison Klingler; David Wallace; Barbara Kerbs
Subject: FW: 5th and 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 
From: Rachael Wright [mailto:rachael.a.knapp@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2017 5:56 AM 
To: Projects 
Subject: 5th and 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design 
 
Hi, 
I have reviewed the information regarding the 5th and 6th streets conversion, and I think it's a bad idea. I used 
to live downtown, and I have worked downtown for several years, so I know what I'm talking about. The other 
streets that have been converted have caused increased congestion and travel time during busy hours, and this 
project is expected to do the same. There are also increased safety issues, as one way traffic is easier for cyclists 
and pedestrians to navigate. Also, the argument of making it easier for people to find their way around with 
two-way streets isn't relevant in today's day where everyone uses GPS navigation built into their cars and 
phones. 
 
Bottom line- the downsides outweigh any potential benefits. Please don't spend my hard-earned money to make 
downtown travel and congestion worse than it already is. Please admit that the two-way conversion projects 
haven't helped anyone. A better use of money would be to revert some of the other streets back to one-way.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Rachael 
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Mitch Skiles

From: Projects
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2017 9:54 AM
To: Mitch Skiles; Christy Foltz-Ahlrichs
Cc: Alison Klingler; David Wallace; Barbara Kerbs
Subject: FW: 5th & 6th Street Conversion

 
 

From: Daniel Balluff [mailto:dan@citypeanut.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2017 11:38 PM 
To: Projects 
Subject: 5th & 6th Street Conversion 
 
Hi, 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback about the 5th & 6th Street conversions.  I am a business 
owner in downtown Boise with 7 years of growth.  My store is located on W. Bannock Street. I started my 
business during the low-point of the recession and have taken great pleasure in being able to participate in the 
revitalization of the downtown core.  
I believe that 5th and 6th Streets should be converted to 2 way streets. The recent conversion of Jefferson to 2-
way is a success in my eyes.  I walk and drive Jefferson on a regular basis. I believe the conversion has made 
my travel in North Downtown much easier and has slowed speeds on Jefferson.   
 
I also drive deliveries to Whole Foods and pick-up items at Winco in E. Downtown. It is can be a challenge 
going back and forth due to the intensity of traffic heading in the N & S directions on those streets.  I feel this 
effects the businesses on the street and creates traffic that is moving too fast. It also makes it a challenge to 
bicycle on those streets. 
As all the condos and apartments are developed in this part of downtown, it is going to be even more difficult 
for people to walk, bike, and access their homes by car. Converting to 2-way fits our lifestyle, encourages 
walking, shopping and biking and I think will ease the flow of traffic as people have more options to move N & 
S. 
Thanks you for taking this feedback into account. 
 
Regards, 
 
Dan Balluff 
dan@citypeanut.com 
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Mitch Skiles

From: Projects
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2017 9:54 AM
To: Mitch Skiles; Christy Foltz-Ahlrichs
Cc: Alison Klingler; David Wallace; Barbara Kerbs
Subject: FW: 5th and 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design

 
 

From: Eric Elliott [mailto:eric@floatalaska.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2017 2:52 PM 
To: Projects 
Subject: 5th and 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design 
 
There are clearly some congestions issues that can be addressed simply without the proposed one way solutions.  The 
13th street change has been a complete mess for traffic in the North end utilizing the street as access through 
downtown.  This will be a time wasting solution for all existing taxpayers.  Do the math 20% of the traffic will 
benefit.  The 20% that is creating the problem will benefit while the 80% of the people who are not the problem will be 
unduly burdened.  The amount of time saved by the 20% will be significantly less than the time wasted by the 80% of the 
people outside of traffic times.  Your goal is not to waste taxpayer time and your goal is not to slow down traffic‐ your 
goal is to find long term solutions that make our city better‐ and this is not one of them‐ 
 
Simple adjustments to the lanes on 6th street that access the connector will allow more vehicles to populate the last 
block/more vehicles to enter the connector on each signal and not significantly impact parking/commute times up and 
down 5th and 6th at all times of the day‐ 
There is no way an argument can be made for pedestrian or bicycle safety‐ 
 
If this project does not make Boise better then it is a huge waste of taxpayer resources and is not preferred by the 
people of Boise and those are the people you should be considering in addition to the businesses.  The people do not 
want this and your data can not support this from any perspective other than a gift to business at the expense of the 
people. 
 

Eric Elliott 
Float Alaska 
(208) 602‐1200 
www.floatalaska.com 
Float Alaska Facebook 
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Mitch Skiles

From: Projects
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2017 4:01 PM
To: Mitch Skiles
Cc: Alison Klingler; Christy Foltz-Ahlrichs; David Wallace; Barbara Kerbs
Subject: FW: 5th and 6th St conversions

 
 

From: Charlotte Martin [mailto:cmartin@sos.idaho.gov]  
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2017 10:45 AM 
To: Projects 
Subject: 5th and 6th St conversions 
 
I work at the capitol and drive down 5th and 6th Sts. every workday.  I would like to voice my oppositon on changing the 
flow of traffic on these streets. 
 
5th St does not back up as bad as 6th, but if  the street was converted to two‐way, I could see traffic backing up at State 
St. as traffic tries to turn in two directions instead of just one.  On the way home I have often sat through multiple lights 
at the Main and Idaho intersections without moving.  Last winter with the traffic conditions I would leave work at 5:00 
and would turn off onto Front at 5:30.  I counted one day and sat through 8 lights before being able to move forward 
one car length.  That was with three lanes open at Front St. 
 
With the construction currently going on in this area, I can see where traffic will be increasing soon in order to access 
the buildings currently being built.  I do not see where turning these roads into two‐way streets will improve the added 
congestion issues that will come.   
 
Charlotte Martin 
Election Division 
Idaho Secretary of State’s Office 
(208) 334‐2852 phone 
(208) 334‐2282 fax 
 











 
June 13, 2017 
 
Paul Woods, President 
Ada County Highway District  
3775 Adams Street 
Garden City, Idaho 83714 
   
Re: 5th and 6th Street Conversion to Two-Way 
 
 
Dear President Woods, 
 
On May 23, 2017, the Boise City Council approved a recommendation to the Ada 
County Highway District to convert 5th and 6th streets from one-way to two-way travel 
from Front Street to Fort Street, while maintaining specific on-street parking.  
 
We greatly appreciate the ACHD Commission’s consideration of this recommendation 
as it is a key next step in the City of Boise’s on-going work to continue building our urban 
core’s vibrant, livable, walkable nature. With this recommendation, as always, the city is 
striving to create better streets, better places for people to experience downtown and 
a better retail environment. A pedestrian-friendly street is a retail-friendly street, which 
translates to continued investment, higher property values and increased tax revenue.  
 
As you know, the layering of many components creates a thriving street – sidewalks and 
cafés buffered by street trees and on-street parking, interesting retail and restaurants 
that address the street, fewer lanes for pedestrians to cross, and speeds that don’t 
intimidate drivers to parallel park.  
 
A conversion to two-way allows both streets to share the work of moving vehicles in the 
morning and afternoon peak hours; this has the added benefit of providing businesses 
more consistent exposure to drivers and passengers throughout the day. The technical 
analysis shows the conversion is feasible and meets established service thresholds. While 
the conversions are not requested to solve a traffic problem, it is predicted to decrease 
the delay at the corridor’s most significant bottleneck – the intersection of 6th and Front 
during the afternoon peak. The city supports the minimum mitigation recommended for 
turn lanes at Front and Fort streets needed for traffic flow, and requests taking a wait-
and-see approach before removing parking to add turn lanes at Main and Idaho 
streets. Maintaining on-street parking at these locations is important to businesses, 
buffers the sidewalk environment and minimizes the pedestrian crossing distance.  
 
Over the past three years, as part of the Downtown Boise Implementation Plan, ACHD 
converted 3rd, 4th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and Jefferson streets. These changes have made 
the Downtown easier to navigate for all modes, but especially for drivers. For example, 
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today, a missed turn forces a driver four blocks out of their way to reach their intended 
destination. With two-way streets, they only need to circle a single block.  
 
It is also worth mentioning that the Boise Police Department strongly supports the city’s 
proposed conversion to limit the amount of wrong-way travel which is far and away the 
most common moving infraction in the downtown area. Other cities have experienced 
the benefits of lower crash rates, higher property values, and increased business on 
streets converted from one-way to two-way travel. Although it is still too soon to quantify 
the economic impacts of the previous conversions, the City of Boise and the Capital 
City Development Corporation have heard predominately positive feedback from 
businesses, landowners, and the traveling public on the prior conversions. 
 
Finally, businesses and landowners along the corridor endorse the conversion provided 
that the existing on street parking is maintained. In particular, the following individuals 
and entities have expressed strong support:  
 

Clay Carley, Old Boise LLC 
Mike Brown, Local Construct 
Bill Clark, Veltex Building  
Jim Kissler, CW Moore Building  
Charlie Schmoeger, American Cleaning  
Cahill Jones 
Statell 
Capitol Partners 
Ed Miller, Givens Pursley 
Dean Pape, 5th & Idaho Investor  
CCDC  
Boise Chamber of Commerce 

 
We appreciate the willingness of ACHD to consider road configurations that contribute 
to economic vitality of our community and its urban core. Accordingly, the City of Boise 
respectfully requests that the ACHD Commission adopt a modified option called Option 
2C, (Full Conversion with turn lanes at Fort and Front Streets only) with a request to 
narrow the parking and/or travel lanes on 5th Street north of Front to preserve on-street 
parking to the greatest extent feasible.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Mayor David H. Bieter 
 
cc: Mitch Skiles, ACHD 
 Karen Gallagher, Boise PDS  
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Mitch Skiles

From: Projects
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2017 9:48 AM
To: Mitch Skiles; Christy Foltz-Ahlrichs
Cc: Alison Klingler; David Wallace; Barbara Kerbs
Subject: FW: 5th and 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design

From: Sturdavant, Connie [mailto:sturdavc@slhs.org]
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2017 9:38 AM 
To: Projects 
Subject: 5th and 6th Streets Conversion Concept Design 

Hello,

As the manager of a pediatric clinic located at 608/610 Hays Street, I wanted to provide feedback about changing the
one way streets and losing street parking. We have a very small parking lot for our patients to enter/exit. Our
employees must park on the street to allow for patient parking. If the city is planning on losing street parking, there will
be no place for people to park. This is not friendly to businesses that support the community. Often times we will have
people in the community park in our lot. Losing more street parking will require us to monitor our lot more closely and
potentially have community members towed because we need our spots for patients to come and go. Parking in
downtown Boise is such a premium and every spot is needed.

Thank you

Connie Sturdavant
Practice Manager

St Luke’s CARES
St Luke’s Children’s Center for Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilties
St. Luke’s Children’s Center for Neurobehavioral Medicine
St Luke’s Children’s Neuro and Behavioral Psychology

Phone 208 381 9175 (office)
Phone 208 890 2304 (cell)

"This message is intended for the use of the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is confidential or privileged, the disclosure of which is governed by applicable law. If the 
reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, 
or copying of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message by error, please notify us 
immediately and destroy the related message."  
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